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March 27, 2007
David Hodnik, CCP, President

Kristen Besco, CCP Secretary

Minnesota Perfusion Society

Via email to president@mnperfsoc.org and secretary@mnperfsoc.org
Dear Mr. Hodnik and Ms. Besco:

On behalf of the International Consortium of Evidence-Based Perfusion (ICEBP), I would like to request the participation of the Minnesota Perfusion Society.  As a brief introduction, the ICEBP is a truly international effort aimed at incorporating evidence-based principles and practices into the practice of extracorporeal perfusion.  There are currently seven member organizations: 1) American Society of ExtraCorporeal Technology, 2) American Academy of Cardiovascular Perfusion, 3) Australian and New Zealand College of Perfusion, 4) Japanese Society of Extra-corporeal Technology, 5) Canadian Society of Clinical Perfusion, 6) German Society of Cardiovascular Engineering, and 7) Society of Clinical Perfusion Scientists of Great Britain and Ireland.

The mission of the ICEBP is to continuously improve the delivery of care and outcomes for surgical patients through peer review of scientific publication by:

· Developing evidence based guidelines for extracorporeal circulation.

· Promoting the integration of these guidelines into clinical practice.

· Identifying gaps in the medical literature.

· Encouraging research in areas where evidence is lacking. 

The impact of this unique collaboration will be measured by how many international perfusion organizations we can recruit to participate.  For the first time, the important issues related to improving the quality of care delivered by perfusionists around the world will be addressed irrespective of where one practices.  Member organizations will have a voice in shaping the direction and pace at which these investigations, and real and lasting changes will be integrated into the perfusion community.

We had an inaugural Scientific Sessions in October of last year in Bellevue, Washington, USA, in which we had over 130 attendees.  Representatives included those from China, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Germany, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.  We are planning our next Scientific Session to be in Montreal, Quebec, Canada from October 4-7, 2007.  We would welcome your participation in this planning process.  Mr. Dwayne Jones, Ms. Debbie Hubble, Mr. Jeffrey Riley, and Mr. Kenneth Shann are leading this planning subcommittee.  Please feel free to contact these individuals to convey your willingness to participate in the planning of this important conference.  We shall have a steering committee meeting, as we did in Bellevue, the day prior to the meeting, and if you agree to participate in the ICEBP we would hope that representatives from your society would join us.  We shall send out more information as the date gets closer.  Please send the name and contact information for your selected representative.

Over the last year, we have been actively involved in the development of clinical practice guidelines.  Dr. Robert Baker is leading this effort, and we hope to have two working documents to share in Montreal, Quebec, Canada at our Scientific Sessions.  We would welcome the participation from others in your society in the development and writing of these guidelines.

Mr. Kenneth Shann is leading the pediatric perfusion effort, and recently traveled to San Diego to participate in a Society of Thoracic Surgeons Congenital Database Committee Meeting, upon the invitation from Dr. Jeffrey Jacobs.  Dr. Jacobs has asked the ICEBP to participate as representatives of the perfusion community, with the intention of developing perfusion variables to track longitudinally to understand the contribution of perfusion to patient outcomes.  Perfusionists would have a unifying voice in this effort, as well as in the development of manuscripts.  To that end, Dr. Jacobs has also asked the ICEBP to be involved in the writing of a working paper to be submitted for publication on the topic of perfusion complications secondary to congenital heart surgery.

Mr. Theron Paugh is leading the communications subcommittee.  This subcommittee has been tasked with developing a web-based portal to share information concerning the ICEBP.  Additionally, this subcommittee would serve as the primary liaison with perfusion organizations.  We have currently reserved several web domains (http://www.icebp.org/); (http://www.bestpracticeperfusion.org/).  

Mr. David Rosinski has been leading the educational subcommittee.  This subcommittee has the primary task of redesigning perfusion education to meet today and tomorrow’s challenges.  This redesign includes, but is not limited to, incorporating the principles of evidence-based medicine.

Dr. Donald Likosky has been leading the clinical registry subcommittee.  This group has been working to identify potential research questions to address through the development of such a registry.  This registry might capture some of the following information for each procedure entered: patient and disease characteristics, type of procedure, circuit characteristics, fluid and blood product utilization, medication delivery, and postoperative outcomes.  Data fields and definitions will be developed through this effort, with the intention of presenting a first draft of such a form in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
We truly feel that the ICEBP is a grass-roots initiative.  This effort, while supported in part through the Scientific Sessions, requires additional support through the contributions of member organizations.  At our inaugural meeting in Bellevue, representatives from each of the participating organizations agreed to an annual membership fee ($250.00 US).  Through this membership, each organization will additionally be asked to nominate a member to the Steering Committee, as well as others to the various subcommittees.  If your organization agrees to participate in this exciting initiative, we will send your organization a formal request for payment of this annual fee.

I have enclosed with this letter, a recent editorial in The Journal of ExtraCorporeal Technology that outlines the ICEBP vision, program from our Scientific Sessions 2006, and contact information for the chairs of each subcommittee.

On behalf of the Steering and Executive Committee, I appreciate your organization’s consideration. Please feel free to contact me via email (donald.likosky@dartmouth.edu) or by phone (603-653-3546) if you have any questions.

Sincerely Yours,
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Donald S. Likosky, PhD

Chair, International Consortium of Evidence-Based Perfusion

ICEBP Executive Committee

Donald Likosky, United States

Kenneth Shann, United States
Timothy Dickinson, United States
Robert Baker, Australia
Contact information for each subcommittee chair

Name
Email Address

Process Improvement

No current chair identified

Registry 
Donald S. Likosky, PhD 
donald.likosky@dartmouth.edu
Communications 
Theron Paugh, CCP
circtech@med.umich.edu
Educational

David Rosinski, CCP
Drosinski@uchc.edu
Scientific Sessions
Jeffrey Riley, MHPE, CCT
Jeffrey.Riley@osumc.edu
Kenneth Shann, CCP
kshann@montefiore.org
Dwayne Jones, CCP
dkjones@smgh.ca
Deborah Hubble, CCP
dhubble@ottawaheart.ca


Evidence-Based Guidelines
Robert Baker, PhD, Dip Perf, CCP
Rob.Baker@fmc.sa.gov.au
Research Development

No current chair identified

Pediatric

Kenneth Shann, CCP
kshann@montefiore.org

